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THE CLIMATE OF BRIDGEPORT, TEXAS

Bridgeport is located in west central Wise County aporoximately Lk
miles northwest of Fort Worth. The town originated shortly before
the Civil War with the building of a bridge across the West Fork
of the Trinity River for use by the Butterfield Overland HMail
ioute, Lake Bridgeport is only four miles west of the town, ac-
cessible from Farm Roads 1658 and 2475. The 10,400-acre lake is a
popular recreational area for all types of water sports, Camp-
sites, picnic areas and boating facilities are at lakeside: sporis-—
men enjoy good fishing throughout the year.

Lise County is rolling prairie drained by the Trinity Hiver and
tributaries, Soils are mostly clay, black loam, sandy, and al-
luvial types., Flevations range from 650 to 1,300 feet. O0il, gas,

stone, sand, gravel, and clays are produced. Wise is a leading
dairy county; one-half of farm income is derived from dairy pro-
. ducts, Beef cattle account for one-third of farm income. Hay,

grain sorghums, peanuts, and ocats are principal crops.

The climate of Bridgeport is subtropical with dry winters and not
humid summers, The annual range in temperature is extreme, char-
acteristic of a centinental environment. Tropical maritime air
masses largely control the weather from late spring through early
fall while modified polar air masses predominate in winter. Large
variations in precipitation occur from month to month and from
year to year, Mean annual total precipitation is 29,13 inches.
Heavy spring rains in 1920, 1&,23 inches during the month of May

. alone, resulted in a total for the year of 54,55 inches, the wet-
test year of record. Only 15.56 inches fell in 1910, the driest
year, Prevailing winds are southerly throughout the year. The
area receives approximately 67 percent of the total possible sun-
shine annually. This varies seasonally from about 50 to 60 percent
in winter to between 70 and 80 percent in summer. Mean annual
relative hunidity is 79 percent at 6:00 a.m., 53 percent at noon,
and 49 percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time.

Winter: Surges of cold polar and arctic alr masses are common.
Cold fronts are often accompanied by strong, gusty, northerly
winds, and sudden drops in temperature. Precipitation is the least
during the winter and is associated with frontal activity. It may
fall as rain, freezing rain, sleet or snow, Snowfall averages 3.9

inches annually, but this mean value is unduly biased by rare, ex-
ceptionally heavy snows that may occur once in 10 to 15 years. On
the whole, winters are mild, Fven in January and February cold
spells are brief, and fair, mild weather often occurs, Maximum
temperatures of 90°F or above have occurred in each of the winter
months.

Spring is a very pleasant season, March has warm and cool spells

of short duration: temperature changes are often pronounced,

Cloudiness decreases while showery-type precipitation increases,

Thunderstorm days increase to an average of 4 in March, 7 in April,

and 6 in May. late spring thunderstorms are sometimes accom-

panied by destructive hail and winrdstorms. Showers and thunder-

showers are most frequent during the afternoon and evening hours.

March and April are the windiest months of the year. May is.
normally the wettest month.

Summer: Daytime temperatures are hot. Thundershowers and an
occasional cool front bring a variety of weather during June, but
both July and August are hot, dry months that offer little change
in the day-to-day progression of the weather, Daily temperature
maxima of 100° or above are not uncommon; however, the relative
humidity is usually low during these hot spells and evaporative-
type home air-conditioners operate effectively about 80 percent of
the time,

Fall is a delightful season, Temperatures are pleasant, wind
speeds are most often light, and periods of sunny, dry weather are
frequent. The season is well suited to all types of outdoor ac-
tivities except swimming. From September through November showery
type precipitation is gradually replaced by steady, more gentle
rains. Total monthly precipitation is greater than in late summer,
or in winter, but less than in the spring.

The growing season (freeze free period) at Bridgeport averages
220 days, The mean dates of the last occurrence of 32° in the
spring and the first occurence of 32° in the fall are March 31 and
November 6, respectively, Significant departures from these mean
dates may exist locally, and in the surrounding area, because of
differences in topography, exposure, soil type and condition, and
vegetative cover. Mean annual lake evaporation is estimated at 60
inches. )
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